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SUB J : MULTILATERAL AFFAIRS: COMMODITIES - UNCTAD COMMON FUND MEETING 
NOVEMBER 7 - DECEMBER 2 

REF: STATE 191312 

1 . EMBASSY OFFICER DISCUSSED SUBJECT MEETING WITH DIRECTOR 
ECONOMIC DIVISION, MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, DRAWING ON 
TALKING POINTS OUTLINED IN REFTEL. THE DIRECTOR SAID HE 
APPRECIATED THE U.S INTEREST IN THE COMMON FUND AND EXPRESSED 
HOPE FORPROGRESS. HOWEVER, HE NOTED THAT BURMA REMAINS COM- 
MITTED TO FOLLOWING THE VIEWS OF THE GROUP OF 77 REGARDING 

THE COMMON FUND AND NEARLY ALL OTHER MATTERS RELATING TO UNCTAD. 

2. IF PAST PRACTICE IS FOLLOWED, THE GUB WILL PROBABLY ISSUE 
ONLY VAGUE GUIDELINES INSTRUCTING ITS DELEGATION TO FOLLOW 
THE GENERAL CONSENSUS OF THE GROUP OF 77. BURMA HAS MORE 
INTEREST IN MAKING A SHOW OF SOLIDARITY WITH THE GROUP OF 77 
THAN IT HAS IN ANY SPECIFIC ISSUE TO BE DISCUSSED AT THE 
MEETING. 

3. THE MINISTRY OF PLANNING AND FINANCE AND THE MINISTRY 
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OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS WITH SOME MINOR INPUT FROM THE MINISTRY 
OF TRADE SET POLICY FOR THE METTING WITHIN THE GUB. WORKING 
LEVEL OFFICIALS INVOLVED IN ANY PREPARATIONS FOR THE MEETING 
ARE DR. MAUNG MYINT, DIRECTOR ECONOMIC DIVISION, MINISTRY 
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND U THEIN NYUNT, DIRECTOR-GENERAL 
FOREIGN ECONOMIC RELATIONS DEPARTMENT, MINISTRY OF PLANNING 
AND FINANCE. AT A HIGHER LEVEL DR. MAUNG SHEIN, DEPUTY 
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MINISTER FOR PLANNING AND FINANCE, APPROVES POLICY AND 
OBTAINS ANY NECESSARY CABINET-LEVEL CLEARANCES. 

4. THE GUB DOES NOT PLAN TO SEND ANYONE FROM RANGOON TO THE 
NOVEMBER MEETING. IT WILL MOST LIKELY FOLLOW THE PRECEDENT 
SET FOR THE MARCH MEETING AND NOMINATE BURMA'S AMBASSADOR TO 
FRANCE, U THET TUN, TO HEAD THE GUB DELEGATION. U THET TUN 

HAS CONSIDERABLE EXPERIENCE IN TRADE MATTERS - HE WAS A 
MEMBER OF THE BURMESE DELEGATION TO UNCTAD I. II, AND m. 

PRIOR TO HIS PRESENT APPOINTMENT, AMBASSADOR THET TUN WAS 
ECONOMIC ADVISOR TO THE MINISTRY OF PLANNING AND FINANCE 
AND DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF THAT MINISTRY'S CENTRAL STATISTICS 
DEPARTMENT. IN GUB CIRCLES HE IS HIGHLY REGARDED FOR HIS 
ECONOMIC EXPERTISE, AND HE MAY HAVE CONSIDERABLE INFLUENCE 
OVER GUB POLICY FOR THE UPCOMING MEETING. 

5. IF FOR ANY REASON U THET TUN SHOULD BE UNAVAILABLE FOR THE 
NOVEMBER MEETING, THE NEXT LOGICAL CHOICE TO HAD THE GUB 
DELEGATION WOULD BE BURMA’S AMBASSADOR TO THE FRG, U CHIT 
MOUNG. A FORMER DEPUTY MINISTER FOR PLANNING AND FINANCE, 
AMBASSADOR CHIT MOUNG HEADED THE BURMESE DELEGATION TO 
UNCTADHKO. 

6. GIVEN BURMA'S LACK OF INTEREST IN SPECIFIC ISSUES TO 

BE DISCUSSED AT THE CONFERENCE AND ITS POLITICAL INTERESTS 
IN PROMOTING ITS GOOD STANDING AS A MEMBER OF THE GROUP OF 
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77, WE DOUBT THAT IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO HAVE AN EXPERT FROM 
THE U.S. DISCUSS THE COMMON FUND WITH GUB OFFICIALS IN RANGOON. 
A DISCUSSION WITH AMBASSADOR THET TUN IN PARIS MIGHT PROVE 
SOMEWHAT MORE PRODUCTIVE. HE IS CONSIDERED FLEXIBLE AND 
PRAGMATIC BY BURMESE STANDARDS AND HIS OPINIONS ON INTER- 
NATIONAL TRADE AND ECONOMICS CARRY CONSIDERABLE WEIGHT 
WITHIN THE GUB. IN ADDITION, HE WILL MOST LIKELY BE BURMA’S 
MAN ON THE SPOT AND MAY HAVE SOME LEEWAY IN INTERPRETING 
WHAT ARE USUALLY VAGUE INSTRUCTIONS FROM RANGOON. 

BARTLEY 
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